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Period for Reply 

A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 3 MONTH(S) FROM 
THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 . 1 36(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- If the period for reply specified above is less than thirty (30) days, a reply within the statutory minimum of thirty (30) days will be considered timely. 

- If NO period for reply is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 

- Any reply received by the Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1)0 Responsive to connmunication(s) filed on . 

2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)^ This action is non-final. 

3) 0 Since this application is in condition for allowance except for fornnal nnatters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) S Claim(s) 1-10 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) • is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) n Claim(s) is/are allowed. 

6) ^ Claim(s) lilO is/are rejected. 

Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) 0 The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)D The drawing(s) filed on is/are: a)n accepted or b)^ objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawlng(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 
11 )□ The proposed drawing correction filed on is: a)C\ approved b)n disapproved by the Examiner. 

If approved, corrected drawings are required in reply to this Office action. 

12) n The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. 
Priority under 35 U.S.C. §§119 and 120 

13) ^ Acknowledgment is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119(a)-(d) or (f). 

a)nAII b)n Some*c)n None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

20 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. 13 Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 
application from the International Bureau (POT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed Office action for a list of the certified copies not received. 

14) n Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(e) (to a provisional application). 

a) □ The translation of the foreign language provisional application has been received. 

15) D Acknowledgment is made of a claim for domestic priority under 35 U.S.C. §§ 120 and/or 121. 
Attachment(s) 

1) S Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 4) □ Interview Summary (PTO-413) Paper No{s). . 

2) □ Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Review (PTO-948) 5) Q Notice of Infomial Patent Application (PTO-1 52) 

3) 13 Infomnatlon Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO-1449) Paper No(s) . 6) O Other: 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 



1. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
states. 

2. Claims 1-10 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
Suekane (GB 2278993 A). 

Regarding claim 1, Suekane discloses an absorbent article having a longitudinal 
center line and a lateral center line, comprising: 

(a) a containment assembly having a rear waist region, a crotch region, a front 
waist region, a pair of longitudinal edges, a body-facing surface, and a garment-facing 
surface opposite the body-facing surface (Figures 1 and 2). The containment assembly 
coniprises a topsheet 2, a backsheet 3 joined to the topsheet, and an absorbent core 4 
positioned between the topsheet and the backsheet. The containment assembly 
further comprises a pair of barrier leg cuffs 31 having a proximal edge and a distal edge 
and being positioned adjacent to the longitudinal edges of the containment assembly. 

(b) a pair of rear ear panels 22 extending laterally outwardly from the proximal 
edges of the barrier leg cuff in the rear waist region; 

(c) a pair of front ear panels 21 extending laterally outwardly from the proximal 
edges of the barrier leg cuff in the front waist region; 
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(d) a reinforcement nonwoven 3A joined to at least one of either the rear ear 
panels or the front ear panels, the reinforcement nonwoven not substantially 
overlapping the containment assembly. 

Regarding claim 2, see Figure 1. 

Regarding claims 3, 4, and 5, see Figures 1 , 2, and 4. 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, see Figure 2. 

Regarding claim 8, see Figure 6B. 

Regarding claim 9, see Figure 6B. 

Regarding claim 10, see page 3 paragraph 1, page 5 paragraph 1, page 6 
paragraph 1 , and page 10, paragraph 2. 

Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. Sosalla et al. USPN 5593401, Saisaka et al. USPN 5624424, 
Van Rijswijck et al. USPN 6120488, and Pieniak et al. USPN 6123694 are cited to show 
the state of the art with respect to absorbent articles with barrier cuffs. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jacqueline F Stephens whose telephone number is 
(703)308-8320. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 9:00-5:30. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, John Weiss can be reached on (703)308-2702. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are (703)305-3590 for 
regular communications and (703)308-0758 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is (703)308- 
0858. 

Jacqueline F Stephens - 



Examiner 
Art Unit 3761 




Sur5:vr/..:.... ir^arniner 



October 22, 2001 



Attachment for PTO-948 (Rev. 03/01, or earlier) 

6/18/01 

The below text replaces the pre-printed text under the heading, 
^'Information on How to Effect Drawing Changes," on the back 
of the PTO-948 (Rev, 03/01, or earlier) form. 

INFORMATION ON HOW TO EFFECT DRAW I\G ( HANGES 



I. Correction of Informalities - 37 CFR 1.85 

New corrected dravMPus must be tiled with the changes incorpouied iherein 
Identifying indicia, if provided, should include the title ot the ;;Kcn[ion. 
inventor 5 name, and application number, or docket number <::\\n\ t if an 
application number has not been assigned to the application i: ims mtbrmation is 
provided, it must be placed on the front of each sheet and v^thin the top 

margin If corrected drawings are required in a Notice oi \ .r- .iPiiit\ dMOl - 
37), the new drawings .MUST be tiled within the THREE MONTH shonened 
statutor>- period set forrepiv in the Notice of Allowabilit\ f \:ensions of time 
may NOT be obtained under the provisions of 3"' CFR ! ; ^m^. .hi for tilmii 
the corrected drawings after the mailing of a Notice of Allo-Ajp:ii[\ The 
drawings should be filed as a separate paper v^ith a iransmiiia. .et'cr addressed lo 
theOtTicial Draftsperson 

2. Corrections other than Informalities Noted bv Drafts|)erson on form PTO- 
948. 

All changes to the drawings, other than intbrmaliites noted ^\ \\w Draftsperson 
Ml ST be made m the same manner as above except that. nocr.aiK a h^jhliiihicd 
(preferabK red ink) sketch of the changes to be incorpoiaic.: -lie ncvs 
drawings MI ST bo apprtned b^ the examiner hetore ihc .-^i \m!1 he 

allowed No chango will he perniiued to be made. .Mher '--.'lU.wi of 

intormaliiies. unless the examiner na^ approved :hc p[>ip* . 

Tiniiiia of C orreciions 

Applicant IS required to siibmii the dra\Mng con•ccluMl^ \s ulun the 
tune nenod set in the attached ( )ffice coniinunicai hMi Nee ed R 
1 S.Na) 

[-ailiire to take eorfeetive aeiuM) \^ iiinn the ^el \\ ill leMili in 

ABANDO.WIK.N Tot the application 



(jb ni III 



